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in New York. As the larger vessels of the squadron in which
the writer had served were under repairs and there was little
chance of further activities for a few months, the offer was
accepted, and the orders of September llth to this temporary-
duty were placed in his hands.

It was during this visit to the department, the first the writer
had ever made, that he had the pleasure of seeing Secretary
Welles. In those busy days there was not much time for more
than formal politeness. The writer being then only a young
lieutenant and sensitive to his own importance, left the Secre-
tary's office under the impression that his reception had been
polite, but nothing more. Later on in life, when demands on
the Secretary's time and attention were better understood by
association, as a bureau chief, the wonder was as great that the
Secretary had time to be even polite to anyone during his office
hours.

On the 23d of September the new duties at the Navy-Yard
were taken up, and as greater familiarity with the work was
acquired, greater interest was taken in its details. The natural
ambition to lose no opportunity for active service, however, in-
spired apprehensions that, in the contemplated movements in the
Gulf or at Charleston in the fall, by some mischance the writer
might be overlooked. But just about the moment when enough
courage had been worked up to inquire what the chances might
be, and recalling the risk of scant politeness at the department,
orders dated December 17, 1863, were received detailing the
writer to the double-ender Wateree, at Philadelphia, Pa.

After the usual delays, however, the Wateree* under com-

* Officers of the Wateree:

Commander, Francis Key Murray.

Lieut. W. S. Schley, Ex. Officer.

Acting Master David Page, Division
Officer.

Acting Master W. H. Colley, Divis-
ion Officer.

Acting Master Wm. Nyborg, fDivis-
ion Officer.

Acting Master Julius Nilson, Divis-
ion Officer.

A. A. Surgeon, Geo. T. Shipley.

A. A, Paymaster, Geo. S. Sproston.

1st Asst. Eng., Chas. E. DeValin.
2d Asst. Eng,, E. D. Longnecker.
2d Asst. Eng., J. 0. Fairbaim.
3d Asst. Eng., David Pace.
3d Asst. Eng., S. A. Bryant.
3d Asst. Eng., Peter Innes.
Master's Mate, Wm. D. Tompkins.
Master's Mate, Wm. A. Currier.
Master's Mate, K. T. Sperry.
Master's Mate, John Mack.
Gunner, James Keid.
Pay Clerk, Arthur Schley.
